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1 | | AND | 
be Conduct to be obſerved towards their 
Deſcendants. 
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XA Defign in writing the following Diſcourſe 
was, to point out a few Examples of the 
dreadful Evils which have been produced in the 
Chriſtian World by the intolerant Spirit of the 
Church of Rome, and to ſhew how inconfiſtent 
both the Practice and the Principles of Perſecu- 
tion are with the Genius of Chriſtianity. I have 
been induced to think, that the Publication of it 
_ alſo would not be unſeaſonable at the prefent Time, 
when the ſame Spirit has diſcovered itſelf among 
Proteſtants, as the Picture here exhibited may 


ſerve to ſhew them whoſe Example they are fol- 


lowing, and to what Conſequences their Conduct 
will lead; two Circumſtances of which they 
ſeem not to be aware. In order that the Refe- 
rence which the Facts noticed in the Sermon have 
to the late Occurrences may be better underſtood, 
I ſhall in this Place ſtate what theſe Occurrences 
were, and endeavour to trace them to their Origin. 
It is well known, that in the Year 1787 the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters applied to Parliament for the 
Repeal of the Teſt Laws, fo far as they were af- 
tected by them; confidering it as a Grievance 
that ought not to be borne in Silence any longer, 
to be pronounced by the Laws of their Country 
dad Citizens, and unworthy of public W 
A . 


= 
But they were well aware that, however reaſonable 
their Pretenfions to Redreſs might be, the imme- 
diate Repeal of Laws, which had been in Force 
for more than a Century, was not to be expected. 
Mr. Beaufoy's Motion for going into a Committee 
of the whole Houſe of Commons, to take the Sub- 
je& into Confideration, was accordingly rejected 
by a confiderable Majority, as had been foreſeen, 
the Numbers being 178 to 100. A ſtrong Con- 
viction of the Juſtice of their Cauſe, and an Ap- 
prehenſion of the growing Liberality of the Times, | 
- joined to the favourable Impreſſion which the | 


Arguments of the Advocates for the Repeal had 
evidently made upon the Houſe, when the Sub- 
je& was diſcuſſed, induced them to renew their 
Application in the Year 1789, with better Hopes 
of Succeſs. Nor did the Event wholly diſappoint 
their ExpeQtations ; for although the Motion for | 
going into a Committee was again loſt, it was by | 


a Majority of zwenty only; the Numbers upon the 
Diviſion being 102 for the Motion, and 122 
_ it. On this Occafion it appeared, that | 

while the Friends of religious Liberty continued 
to ſupport the Cauſe they had firſt eſpouſed, many 
of their Adverſaries had given up their Oppoſition, 
and that the reſt maintained it with leſs Acrimony. 
Nothing ſeemed therefore wanting for a ſucceſsful 
Iffue to the Application of the Diffenters in the 
Houſe of Commons, but a more careful Exami- 
nation of their Claims, ſupported by a more ge- 
neral Declaration of their Sentiments upon the 
Subject. Public Meetings of Proteftant Diſſenters 
were held for this Purpoſe in various Parts of the 

Kingdom, at which they expreſſed a juſt Senſe of 
the Grievance under which they laboured, by ſe- 
veral Reſolutions, drawn up in firm but reſpect- 
ful and temperate Language, accompanied alſo 
with warm Expreffions of Attachment to the Fa- 


mily 
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mily upon the Throne, and to the civil Conſtitu- 
tion of their Country. From the Reaſonableneſs 
of their Claims, and the Unanimity which pre- 
vailed among Proteſtant Diffenters of all Deno- 
minations in repreſenting them, there appeared 


to be the beſt Ground to expect that they would 


not again be rejected, at leaſt by one Branch of the 
Legiſlature. It was reſolved, therefore, to bring 
them again before Parliament in the Year 1790. 

But a third Party now openly interfered in this 
Buſineſs, which had been fecretly at work before, 
and which thought it Time to throw off the Maſk, 
and to act without Diſguiſe : A Power which once 
plunged the Kingdom into the Horrors of a civil 
War by its Oppreſſions, which has generally been 


animated with peculiar Rancour againſt thoſe who 


have not bowed to its Authority, and whoſe Ope- 
rations have almoſt uniformly been unfriendly to 
Liberty, civil and religious (except when its own 
peculiar Priyileges were attacked), and frequently 
accompanied with Violence; I mean the great 
Body of the Clergy of the eftabliſhed Church. 
Alarmed at the Impreſſion which the Arguments 
of the Diſſenters ſeemed to make upon the Mind 
of the Public, and at the Proſpect of Succeſs in 


their Application to Parliament, which they had 


evident Reaſon to entertain, they refolved to em- 
ploy all their Influence, and to try every Expe- 


* From this Charge againſt the general Body of the Clergy I ex- 


_ cept many Individuals, both in the preſent and former Times, whoſe 
Wiſhes and Conduct have been widely different from thoſe of the 


Majority of their Brethren, and who have acquired to themſelves pe- 


| culiar Honour, by maintaining an Example of Moderation, in a Situ- 


ation which expoſes Men to the ſtrongeſt Temptations to the con 
Behaviour. Nor would I be — to inſinuate any Thing agai 
the general good Character of thoſe, whoſe Conduct, in reſpect to 
Subjects of this Nature, I condemn. Many of che Enemies of Li- 


berty, I am perſuaded are good Men. This is an Obſervation, how - 
— which applies to Perſecutors of every Age, and of every Per- 
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dient to defeat their Views. Not ſatisſied with 
publiſhing or reprinting many anonymous Pam- 
phlets, full of virulent Invectives againſt the Diſ- 
ſenters, calculated to inflame the Paſfions of Men, 
and which the Clergy. even in the Height of their 
Teal, would have been aſhamed to acknowledge 

as their own ; public Aſſemblies of the Miniſters 
of the eſtabliſhed Church were called, in order to 
counteract the Defign of thoſe held by the Diſ- 
ſenters. At theſe Meetings they call the Union 
of the Proteſtant Diffenters, to obtain a Repeal of 
the Corporation and Teſt Ads, an alarming 
© Confederacy ;” and profeſs to confider their 
ce preſent Attempt as a Thirſt after Power, and 
<< replete with Alarm to every Friend of the eſta- 
ce bliſhed Church, as well as the civil Conftitu- 
< tion.” They therefore invite and conjure 
de their Brethren in all Parts of the Kingdom, 
* as they value the Bleſſings, civil and religious, 
ce of the Britiſh Conſtitution, and would tranſmit 
«© them entire to their Poſterity, to co-operate 
«© with them, with Firmneſs and Vigcur, in a 
* common Cauſe.” When this Language, and 
much more of the ſame Kind, is held reſpecting the 
Views and CharaCters of the Diffenters, by ſeveral 
Hundreds of the Clergy, in the City of London, 
in the Archdeaconries of York, Cheſter, and 
Cleveland; when the fame Language is repeated 
at ſeveral County Meetings, and Meetings of 
Cities and Corporations, called by the Defire or 
at the Inftigation of the Clergy ; when it is deli- 
vered ſolemnly from the Pulpit, with freſh Proofs 
of Danger, and freſh Motives for Alarm, can it 
appear ſurpriſing if the Minds of the Members of 
the Eſtabliſhment ſhould be inflamed ? The Paſ- 


Hons of Churchmen, who had before viewed this 
Controverſy with Indifference, were now raiſed to 
the higheſt Pitch of Terror and A 
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When the Queſtion was carried againſt Mr. Fox's 
Motion, — not help teſtifying their Jatis- 
faction by public Rejoicings in the remoteſt Parts 
of the Kingdom. A ſignal Victory over the public 
Enemy, when threatening the Nation with the Loſs 
of its Liberty and Independence, would not have 
| afforded them greater Joy than this Triumph over 
Reaſon and Juſtice, in rejecting the equitable De- 
mands of their fellow Subjects. 
And what could be the apprehended Evil, 
which induced the Clergy to ſound fo violent an 
Alarm upon the preſent Occaſion? Was the Pro- 
teſtant Faith about to be ſuppreſſed? By no 
Means. The Change which was meditated would 
have ſtrengthened its Intereſts, by uniting Pro- 
teſtants among themſelves. Were the Ceremonies 
of the Church about to be expoſed to Derifion 
or Contempt? Juſt the contrary. A Plan was 
formed for reſcuing a folemn Ordinance of the 
Church from notorious Proſtitution and Abuſe, 
and for confining it to thoſe religious Purpoſes 


for which it was firſt inſtituted. The Guilt of 


this Proſtitution and Abuſe the Clergy have now 


taken entirely upon themſelves. Were the Tem- 
poralities of the Church about to be wreſted from 
her, or to be ſhared with rs? No. The 
Biſhop of Durham would have had his Ten Thou- 
| fand a Year, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury his 

Twenty Thouſand ; and every Biſhop, Dean, 
Chancellor, Archdeacon, Canon, Prebend, with 


whatever other Officer of high or low Degree 
there may be in the Church, would have enjoyed 


dis Dignity and his Income, without the ſmalleſt 
Diminution of the one or Degradation of the 
other. Nothing further was intended, or could 
have been effected, by the Repeal of the Teſt 
Laus, than rendering Diſſenters eligible to civil 


Employments, without receiving the Lord's Sup- 
per 
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der according to the Rites of the Church of Enę. 

land or ——— to the Rites of any — 2 
Church, as a Qualification for enjoying them. 
No other Benefit could have ariſen to the Diſſen- 
ters from this Change, than enabling them to ſhare 
with the Members of the Eftabliſhment in the 
executive Offices of Government, when inveſted 
with them by the Crown, or by the Voice of their 
Fellow Citizens. What Motive then could the 
Clergy have for interfering in this Buſineſs > Not 
the Apprehenſion of Danger to the Church: For 
it exceeds the Power of ination to conceive, 
dow any ſuch Conſequenee could ariſe from the 
Poſſeſſion of civil Offices, which they were bound 
to adminiſter according to the Laws, and which 
none but Members of their awn Communion could 
confer upon them. This, although the oſtenſible, 
was not the real Motive for their Interference, 
but it was Pride and Envy. There muſt be no 
Way to Preferment in the State but by kneeling 
at their Altars. If a deſpiſed Sectary, not educated 
in the Boſom of the Church, ſhould be declared 
2 uſeful Member of the Community ; if he ſhould 
have the Honour of carrying the Staff of Office 
before the Judges of Aſſize, or of fitting upon 
the Bench adminiſtering Juſtice in the Company 
of other Juſtices of the Peace; the mortifying 
Spectacle cannot be endured by a haughty Prieft. 
To preſerve himſelf from it, he ſets up the falſe 
4 and wicked Cry that the Church is in Dan- 
ger. (Let not the Expreffions be thought harſh : 
They are the Words of a learned Judge and noble 
Peer of this Kingdom, when ſpeaking from the 


Seat of Juſtice.“) Others, of leſs Diſceroment, 
believe his pretended Fears to be well founded, 


: * See Lord Loughborough's Charge to the Grand Jury of the 
ee Ann. 
Leg. for that Year. 


and 
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and are really alarmed. Thus the Cry circulates 
from the ſuperior Clergy to the inferior, from 
the Clergy to the higher Clafſes of Society, and 
from them to the Multitude. 
When his Lordſhip calls this Cry wicked, he 


evidently refers not merely to its being falſe, but 


to the wicked Purpoſes for which it has always 
been employed. In the Reign of Charles the 
Second it was the Inftrument made uſe of for pro- 
curing thoſe cruel Laws to be enacted againſt the 
Diſſenters of that Day, by which ſo many worthy 
Men were harraſſed and ruined : The Repeal of 
which Laws, at the Revolution, he calls a juſt and 


humane Indulgence. In the Reign of Queen 


Anne the Cry was again founded, to defeat the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion, and to prepare the Way for 


the Reſtoration of the arbitrary Family of the 


Stuarts. On which Occaſion it was followed by 
the Deſtruction of the Dwelling-Houſes and Places 
of Worſhip of Proteftant Diffenters ; not becauſe 
they had employed or were diſpoſed to uſe Vio- 
lence againft the Church of England ; but be- 
cauſe they were known to be the ſteady Enemies 
of arbitrary Power, and of the Jacobite Intereſt. 
It was renewed a few Years afterwards, from the 


and attended with the like Conſequences - Riots, 
and the Deſtruction of Meeting-Houſes. From 
this Time there paſſed a long Period of Tran- 


_ quility, till that memorable Effect of the ſame 


pretended Alarm for the Security of the eſta- 


bliſhed Religion, which is within every one's Re- 


collection, the Riots of the Metropolis in 1780; 
produced, not indeed by the Clergy, (which is ra- 
ther extraordinary, conſidering that they were the 
prime Agents on every former Occafion) but by 
cher artful Men, who raiſed the Paſſions of the 
People by this Clamour, in order to . 

eir 


ſame Motĩves, at the Acceſſion of George the Firſt, 


in full Force, and only 


( vin ) | 
their own wicked Defigns. The Objects of the 
Fury of the Populace at this Period were another 
Claſs of Difſenters, to whom Parliament had juſt 


reſtored ſome of thoſe Rights of which they had 


long been unjuſtly deprived. With fo recent an 


Example of the dreadful Conſequences arifing 


from this Cry before their Eyes, the Clergy of the 
Church of England had Recourſe to it again, as 
the laſt Reſource againſt the Diſſenters, upon their 
third Application to Parliament for the Repeal of 
the Teſt Laws; and it fully anſwered their Pur- 
poſe. The public Mind was too much agitated 
for the Houſe of Commons to venture upon any 
Alteration of the Laws in Favour of the Diffenters. 
Although the Fears of Churchmen were thus re- 
moved for the preſent, yet the Animoſity excited 
againft the ſup Cauſe of theſe Fears remained 

wanted a flight Pretext 
for manifeſting itſelf by Acts of the greateſt 


Violence. 


Such a Pretext ſoon offered. At Birmingham, 
where the Paffions of the People had been greatly 
inflamed by the general Alarm which the Clergy 
had before ſounded, and which had been repeated 


with additional Vehemence in the Diſcourſes of 


their own Miniſters from the Pulpit, Occaſion was 
taken from a Meeting held on the Fourteenth of 
July, in the following Year, by Churchmen and 
Diffenters together, to commemorate the French 


Revolution (an Event in which it is the Duty of 
every Friend to human Nature. to rejoice), to re- 


preſent it as a Combination formed among Diſ- 


ſenters for overturning the Church and civil Go- 


vernment. This Intimation from their Superiors 
was ſufficient for the Populace. A riotous Mob, 
with the Cry of Church and King, aſſembled about 
the Houſe where the Company had dined, with a 
View to infult their Perſons ; but finding 4 
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were diſperſed, they proceeded to deſtroy two 
Meeting-tiouſes; in one of which (Dr. Prieſtley's) 
they committed to the Flames an excellent Li 
of Books, which had been provided for the Uſe. 
of the Congregation in general, but more eſpe- 
cially of the young People. From hence they 
| haftened to Dr. Prieftley's Refidence, about a 
Mile from Birmingham, with the Reſolution of 
taking away his Lite if they could lay their Hands 
upon him; but being diſappointed in this Pur- 
poſe by the Vigilance of his Friends, who had 
warned him of his Danger, and furniſhed him 
with the Means of Eſcape a ſhort Time before the 
Mob arrived, they expreſſed great Chagrin at 
this Diſappointment, and vented their Fury with 

greater Violence upon his Furniture, Library, 
Manuſcripts, Philoſophical Inſtruments, and Ela- 
boratory, almoſt every Article of which they de- 
moliſhed. They afterwards committed the like 
Violences at the Houſes of the Diffenters in the 
Town of Birmingham, and the Neighbourhood, 
who were moſt conſpicuous for their Wealth or 
their public Spirit; always taking Care to mark 
their Courſe by the Deſtruction of Books, which 
ſeem to have been the peculiar Objects of their 
Vengeance. What further Devaſtation they 
would have committed, if they had not been in- 
terrupted by the Arrival of the Military, it is im- 
poſſible to ſay. It is probable, however, they 
would not have deſiſted until they had plundered 
or demoliſhed the Houſe of every Diffenter of 
Note in the Place. The ſame Spirit which actu- 


ted the riotous Multitude upon this Occafion ap- 


pears to have perverted the Minds of Men who 
would not be pleaſed to find themſelves ranked 
with the Populace. It prevented the Magiſtrates 
of the Place, the appointed Guardians of the 

nd _ Peace 
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Peace, from taking the Methods which the Law 
requires, and which their Character afforded them, 
for ſuppreſſing the Tumult upon its firſt Appear- 
ance; by which Neglect it ſoon acquired a 
Strength, which nothing was afterwards able to 
withſtand. It could induce the Jurors, to whom 
the Trial of the Rioters was referted, conſiſting 
in a very great Proportion of the Inhabitants of 
Birmingham, to declare thoſe innocent who were 
convicted of the Crimes laid to their Charge by 
the fulleſt and cleareſt Evidence. Q 
Such are the Evils which have ariſen from this 
_ falſe and wicked Cry, that the Church is in Dan- 
ger, firſt begun by the Clergy in order to prevent 
the Repeal of the Teſt Laws, and afterwards be- 
lieved and repeated upon their Authority by Mcn 
who had no Inclination or no Opportunity to ex- 
amine whether it were well founded. Mr. Baron 
Perryn cannot refrain from expreſſing his Won- 
«« der and Aſtoniſnment, that when all religious 
cc Perſecution had ceaſed, and when Toleration 
* had extended to all, ſuch a Period ſhould have 
been choſen for the Commiſſion of every Spe- 
5e cies of Violence and Deſolation.” But his 
Lordſhip would have ceaſed to wonder at the new 


$ See © The Report of the Trials of the Rioters.”” It appears, that 
in ſome of the Trials xine out of weve of the Jurymen were Inhabi- 
rants of Birmingham, and in no Caſe leſs than ix. In Conſequence 
of which thoſe Perſons were conſtituted Judges, who might be re- 
garded as Parties in the Offence. How this could ariſe, if the 24th 
of George II. was obſerved, which orders the Array of Jurors in 
criminal Caſes to be taken from the County at large, aad not from 
the Hundred in which the Offence is commitred, it is difficult to con- 
_ ceive. If the Letter of the Statute was not violated by the Perſon 
upon whom the civil Adminiftration of the County was devolved, or 
by the under Officer, the Spirit of the Law, which is framed to guard 
againſt partial Jurics, was not in this Inſtance attonded to. 


See his Charge to the Grand Jury in « The Authentic Accourt 
ef the Riots at Birmingham, p. 14. 


and 
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and atrocious Crimes which appeared ia the Ca- 
lendar, if he had reflected upon what the Clergy 
had been doing, and others under their Direction, 
the preceding Year, to inflame the Minds of 
Churchmen againſt Diffenters. In thoſe Tranſ- 
actions he would have diſcovered an adequate 
Cauſe of thoſe Violences, for which he did not 


know how to account. By their Clamours they 


had awakened in the Breaſts of Members of their 


Church a Degree of Rancour againſt their Fellow 


Chriſtians, who ſeparate from it, which had not 


appeared for many Years; which inſtigated them 


to burn the Houſes and demoliſh the Furniture of 
unoffending, peaceable, and worthy Citizens; to 
deſtroy a Library and Philofophical Apparatus, 
not exceeded by the Collections of any other In- 
dividual in the Kingdom; to hunt, with brutal 
Ferocity, for the Life of one of the ableſt Men 
and moſt eminent Philoſophers now in Europe, 


whoſe Labours, in the Opinion of Foreigners, 


have reflected Honour, not only upon himfelt, but 


upon the Age and Country in which he lives. 


To the Guilty the Humanity of Engliſhmen 


Induces them to ſhew Pity, even when ſuffering 


the juſt Puniſhment of the Laws. Todiſtingutſhed 
Merit, all Men in any Degree civilized are willing 
to pay a Tribute of Reſpect, although it be ac- 
companied with many Errors and Failings. But 


religious Zeal had here ſtifled all Sentiments of 


Pity, all Senſe of Juſtice. The Actors in this 


Scene rejoiced in the Pains they inflicted, in Pro- 


portion to the Eminence of the Sufferer ; and 
trage, or heard of 


Thouſands who beheld the Ou 
it in various Parts of the Kingdom, joined with 


them in the Triumph. Generous Minds may 


ſometimes be led aſtray for a Moment by the 
Contagion of a popular Ferment, but a little Re- 
— 2 flection 
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flection brings them back to juſter Sentiments. 
What then ſhall we ſay of that Zeal for the Ser- 
vice of the Church, which could induce twelve 
Men, choſen to the facred Office of adminiſtering 
Juſtice, to deliver a folemn Verdict, in the Face 
of the Kingdom, in direct Violation of their Oath, 
which bound them to decide according to Eyi- 
dence ! 

Is there nothing of the perſecuting Spirit of 
Popery in all this? Did Zeal for the Church of 
Rome triumph over the Love of Juſtice and the 
Feetings of Humanity? Has it led Men to re- 
gard Calumny, Perjury, Robbery, and Murder, 
as meritorious Actions, when performed for the 
Benefit of the Church? So has Zeal for the 
Church of England. Has that occaſioned bloody 

Statutes to be enacted againſt thoſe who have pro- 
teſted againſt its Doctrines and Authority? This 
has prevented the Execution of Laws framed for 
the Protection of Diſſenters, which comes to the 
ſame Thing. It may offend Churchmen to be 
told, that Members of their Community are actu- 
ated by the ſame furious Zeal which diſgraced the 
Cauſe of Popery in former Times; and it may 
alarm thoſe to hear this aſſerted who are conſcious 
that they are expoſed to its Violence: But ſome 
of the Facts mentioned in the following Pages, 
from the Hiſtories of Popiſh Perſecutions, will 
ſhew, that there is too much Reaſon for obſerving 
a ſtrong Reſemblance between them in mnny Par- 
ticulars. It cannot, therefore, be improper, that 
either the one or the other ſhould be made ac- 
quainted with the true State of Things, that they 
may draw from them fuch Inferences as may ſuit 
their reſpeCtive Situations. 
Some Perſons may, perhaps, think, that Diſ- 
ſenters ought to bear in Silence whatever Evils the 

e Bigotry 
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Bigotry of their Adverfaries may inflict upon 
them; or that, if they be ever noticed, it ſhould 
be with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, and in the ſofteſt 
Language, as being the moſt agrecable to the 
Spirit of Chriſtianity: And it 15 true, that our 
Religion requires us to love even our Enemies, 
and to endur2 with Meekneſs and Patience the 
greateſt Injuries : But while there are ſuch Things 
among Men as Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, Chriſtia- 
nity cannot require us to be inſenſible of their 
Enormity, or prohibit us from expreſſing our Senti- 
ments of them with juſt Indignation. If thoſe who 
ſuffer on Account of their religious Sentiments 
ſhould be unwilling to expoſe to the World the 
Conduct of their Perſecutors, left the Bitterneſs of 
their Sufferings ſhould infuſe an improper Portion 
of Aſper.ty into their Repretentatioas, the fame 
Reaſons ought not to reſtrain others from doing 
it, who bave no perſonal Injury to complain 


of, and who can be influenced only by a Deſire 
of rendering Juſtice to the Oppreſſed, and of pre- 
venting a Repetition of the like Exceſſes towards 


the ſame or other Perſons. It is poſſible indeed, 
that ſuch Animadverfions may furniſh our Ad- 
verſaries with an Excule for continuing the fame 
violent and injurious Behaviour.“ But whatever 


„ So abſurdly do ſome Mien reaſon, that this Temper, thus pro- 
« voked and created, has been urged as an Argument for upholding 
„the Cauſe. The Clergy, forgetting the Precepts of the meck Au- 
* thor of their Religion, claim 2 Merit in abſtaining from more active 
* Perſ:cution, take Praiſe that they do not re- light the Fires of 
« Smithfield, and, with the Language of Charity in their Mouths, 
but with the moſt unchriſtian Rancour in their Hearts, repreſent 


Proſeription from the common Rights of Citizenſhip as no Injury. 


They affect to juſtity their Injuſtice, and in their Turn to complain 
* that tbeir Indulgence to tender Conſciences is ill received; and that 


thoſe who are not contented with heir Permiſſion to live unmoleſted 


in our common Country, prove themſelves unworthy the Rights of 
Citizens.“ Roc: Anti, to Burke's Appeal, p. 43, 44. 


may 


1 

may be the immediate Effect, they will tend to 
render their Conduct, and the Conduct of Perſe. 
cutors in general, odious in the End. By pallia- 
ting and excuſing their unjuſtiſiable Out 
againſt our Brethren, we might hope to obtain a 
little preſent Favour ; but as it mutt be procured 
at the Expence of Truth and Juſtice, it could only 

ſerve ultimately to increaſe the Violence of that 
Torrent, which, if it be not ſpeedily and vigo- 
roufly withſtood, will overwhelm us all. T 
In Anſwer to the Charge brought againſt the 
Clergy of the Church of England, of being the 
Occaſion of the late Violences, by their Language 
at public Meetings and upon other Occafions, it 
may be ſaid, that they have always admitted the 
Propriety of granting to Diſſenters a complete 
Toleration; and therefore it might be fairly in- 
terred, that they entirely difapproved of the 
Conduct of thoſe who offered Violence to their 
Perſons or Property. But, if they are fo earneſt. 
as they profeſs to be, in wiſhing that the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters may enjoy a complete Toleration, let 
them now fhew as much Forwardncfs to preach 
againſt the active Perſecution of thoſe who ſepa- 
tate from the Church, as they have ſhewn to in- 
culcate the Neceſſity of negative Diſcourage- 
ments; let them call public Meetings of their 
Body a ſecond Time, to condemn Proceedings 


Mr. Martin, although a Difſcatiag Minifter, oppoſed the Re- 
„ peal of the Teſt Act. For this Service he has been conſiderably 
* carefſed by certain Biſhops, who have condeſcended to notice and 
«* to viſit him.” See Hall's Anſw. to Clayton's Sermon, p. 62, Note. 

Mr. Clayton, by preaching a Sermon in Juſtification of - Birming- 

ham Rioters, may hope for the ſame Diſtinction. That a Man who 

| has been edzcated in the eſtabliſhed Church ſhould not underſtand 

the Principles of that Claſs of People with whom he has thought 

pw to affociate himſelf, or that he ſhould retain 2 Predilection for 
former Connectionsy is not ſurpriſing. | 

which 


(#3 
which have originated in a Miſapprehenfion of 
their Meaning; let them uſe all their Endea- 
yours, in private as well as public, to ſtop the 
Progreſs of an Evil which they have inadvertently 


and innocently occaſioned : We ſhall then, and 
not before, believe their Profeſſions to be ſincere. 
But if we obſerve them enticely ſilent upon the 
Subject of religious Liberty, when it is fo groſsly 
violated ; if we hear not a Word of Cenſure pro- 
nounced in public upon the Conduct of Men who 
are profeſſedly the Champions of the Church; 
we ſhall find too much Reaſon to ſuſpect that the 
Clergy, in oppoſing the Repeal of the Teſt Laws, 
affected a Moderation which they did not feel, in 
order to obtain the Concurrence of others in their 
Views, and that they ſecretly rejoice in the Miſ- 
chief which has been produced, regarding the 
Outrages of Banditti as a coholeſome Supplement 1 
_ the Laws.* DE 
They have ſucceeded for the prefent in de- 
feating the Purpoſes of the Ditlenters ; but 
whether the Means they have adopted to accom- 
pliſh this Object will tend to the Eftabliſhment or 
the Overthrow of the Church, Time will diſco- 
ver. Senfible and moderate Laymen of their 
own Communion begin to ſee the Folly and Dan- 


ger of ſupporting a Syſtem which can be main- | 


tained only by Injuſtice. Even I, (ſays Mr. 
** Rous, p. 43) a Churchman and Friend to 
** Eftabliſhments, do not hefitate to ſay, if the 


+ © A Right Reverend Prelare ſounds the Trump of civil Dit- 
cord; and while an ignorant Multitude purſue without Mercy and 
A plunder without Remorſe, pious Paſtors from their Pulpits inſuk 
the Juſtice of their Country in the Preſence of her Judges, by 
© treating the Outrages of Banditti, as a wholeſome Supplement to 
© her Laws.“ Rous, p. 41, 42. e 


6 Clergy 


& 


« Clergy will combine their Safety with In- 
« juſtice to others, et Eſtabliſhments periſh. 
« F ſtabliſhments are ulcful : Juſtice 1s neceſſary 
« to the Wellbeing of Society.“ | 
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SERMON, &c. 


Dor. xxiv. 16. 


The Fathers ſhall not be put to Death for the Chil- 
dren ; neither ſhall the Children be put to Death 
for the Fathers : Every Man ſhall be put to Death 
for his own Sin. FD 


8 the Defign of obſerving this Day is to 
commemorate our Deliverance from an 
atrocious Plot, which originated in the Maxim, 
that Injuſtice and Violence are lawful, when em- 
ployed in Support of a good Cauſe, I ſhall ſet 
before you ſeveral other Examples of the perni- 


cious Effects of this baneful Principle, which 


have occurred in the Hiſtory of the Church of 


Rome: I ſhall then enquire how far the Conduẽt 


of thoſe who have been concerned in theſe Tranſ- 
actions correſponds with the Precepts of Chriſti- 
anity ; and point out the Manner, in which the 


Deſcendants of thoſe Perſons ought to be treated 


by us at the preſent Day. 

The firſt Victims of the bloody Spirit of the 

Church of Rome, at the Dawn of the Reforma- 

tion, were John Huſs and Jerome of Prague, who, 

having imbibed ſome of the Sentiments of Wick- 

life the Engliſh Reformer, were ſummoned to 
| B , | appear 


_ rity, they made their Ap 


Vices of the Clergy, this Council made no Scru- 


ther, eſcaped from 


that he was an eos and 
| ſcience, after ſtru ling with it for ten Years; 


WS 
appear before the Council of Conſtance, there to 
anſwer for their Hereſy. They refuſed, however, 
to obey the Summons, until they had obtained 
from the Emperor Sigiſmund a fafe Conduct for 


their Journey to Conſtance, and for their Return 
to their own Country. Relying upon this Secu- 


pearance and their De- 
fence, which gave ſo little Satisfaction to the 
Council, that they were both condemned to be 
burnt alive. The principal Crime, for which 
they ſuffered this dreadful Puniſhment, was in- 


veighing againſt the exorbitant Power and Riches 


of the Clergy ; for it appears, that John Huſs 
believed the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, and 


allowed of the Worſhip of Images, two of the 


moſt corrupt Tenets of the Church of Rome ; 
yet, becauſe he condemned the Uſu and 


le of violating the ſafe Conduct granted by the 
— and "their own Promiſe of Protedtion, 
made in order to draw him to Conſtance. * 
The great Hero of Reformation, Martin Lu- 
Violence, altho' he 
gave the Church of Rome mock greater Provo- 
2 His Enemies, however, had Recourſe 
o groſs Calumny, in order to injure him; the 
uh Engine of Perſecutors, for annoying the 


Advocates of the Truth, when they cannot em- 


ploy Violence. To deſtroy his Credit, and = 

the People againſt — they propagated all 

Kinds of Slander reſpecting him; ſome ſaying, 
4 Bad abjured his Con- 


that he denied the ortality of the Soul ; that 
he entertained low and carnal Ideas with reſpect 
to Paradiſe; that he had compoſed Hymns in 


9 — p- 694. Mak Ec Ei, vol. 96 
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Favour of Drunkenneſs, and had vented a thou- 
fand blaſphemous Expreſfions againft the Scrip- 
tures, and particularly againſt the Writings of 
Moles ; ; and they concluded the Cata of his 
Crimes, by declaring, that he did not believe a 
Word of what he preached. * 


From Germany, the Principles of the Refor- 


mers were tranſmitted into this Country, and 
very rapidly during the Reign of Henry 
the Eighth and of his Son, Edward the Sixth ; 
but a moſt violent Attempt was made to 
their Progreſs by bis Succeffor, Queen Mary, by 
z a cruel Perſecution, which the carried on under 
the Sanction of Parliament. No Diſtinction was 
made on this Occafion between the Young and 
the Aged, between Perſons of either Sex, of the 
higheſt and meaneſt Condition. During her 

ſhort Reign of five Years, two hundred and 
_ eighty-four Perſons were burnt at the Stake; 


but the whole Number of thoſe that ſuffered 


Death, including what periſhed in Prifon by 


| Famine and other Means, amounted to four 


hundred. In this Catal we find fifty-five 

Women and four Children, befides the venerable 
Names of Archbiſhop Cranmer and the Biſhops 
Latimer, Ridley, and r. 

The Proteſtant Cauſe was ſup and pro- 
— during theſe violent Proceedings, by 
Books printed Sos i in the iſh Language, 
and ſecretly conveyed into England. This occa- 
fioned a Proclamation, which enacted, tc that 


* any Perſon who might receive ſuch Books, 


'* and did not immediately throw them into the 
Fire, without either reading or 


# to any Perſon, ſhould be forthwith executed 


Gen. Di. Hiſt. and Crit. vol vii. p. 246 et ſeq. 


Ba by 


them 
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© by martial Law.” * Books which teach Men 
the Truth, and inſtruct them in their Rights, 
are the Terror of Bigots, and fail not to be the 
principal Object of their Fury. 

During the Perſecution which raged in Eng- 
land, many of the Engliſh Proteſtants fled from 
their own Conntry i into the Netherlands, where 
they met many others, both Minifters and Lay- 
men, who had. retired thither, from different 
Parts of Europe, from the ſame Cauſe. Com- 
paſſion for their Sufferings attracted Attention: 
' their Piety and Zeal, joined to irreproachable 
Manners, difpoſed Men to think tavourably of 
their Sentiments ; ſo that they made many Pro- 
ſetytes. To prevent the further Progrefs of this 
Hereſy, Philip the Second, King of Spain, to 
whom the Netherlands were then ſubject, re- 
ſolved to introduce, the Inquiſition. This Tri- 
bunal hart been firſt inſtituted by Pope Innocent 
the Third, in the thirteenth Century, againſt 
the Albigenſes, a ſmall Bodv of Peoplc in the 
South of France, who ſtill retained Something of 

rimitive Chriſtianity, and ſteadily oppoled the 
rs of the Church of Rome. The Officers of 
this Court, whoſe ſale Buſineſs it was to detect 
and puniſh Heretics, were Men wholly dependant 
on the Roman Pontiffs. Wherever it was eſta- 
bliſhed, the Reputation, Fortunes, and Lives of 
Men were put into the Hands of mercileſs Prieſts, 
who glor'cd in the Rigour and Inhumanity of 
their P. ofecutions, and who might puniſh merely 
on Suſpicion, without producing an Accufer, or 
acquainting the Perſon accuſed with the Charge 
brought againſt him. This Court (which, under 
Pretence of Religion, exerciſed every 
— of Injuſtice, Treachery, and Cruelty, that 


n p- 363. 


has 
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bas ever been practiſed among Mankind) the 
King of Spain attempted to introduce into the 
Low Countries. | 
The Executions, Impriſonments, and Confiſca- 
tions, which took place in conſequence of erecting 
this odious Tribunal, inflamed the Minds of the 
Reformed to ſo great a Degree, that their Reſent- 
ment could keep no Bounds. They pr to 
plunder the Churches of the Catholics, to break 
down the Images, and to commit other Acts of 
Violence. The King, refolved to ſupport the 
Authority of the Inquiſition, and to puniſh the 
Authors of theſe Violences, ſent an Army of ten 
thouſand Men, under the Command of the Duke 
of Alva, into the Provinces : But an Apprehen+ 
fion of the Severities which he was commiſſioned 
to inflict, drove from their Country an hundred 
thouſand Perſons, who (being ſome of the moſt 
induſtrious of the Inhabitants) transferred the 
Knowledge of Arts and Manufactures inte the 
Countries which gave them Refuge. 4+ The Fears 
of the People were but too well founded ; for 
Alva boafted, on his retiring from the Govern- 
ment, that, during the five Years and a Half of 
bis Adminiſtration, upwards of eighteen thouſand 
Heretics had ſuffered. by the Hand of the public 
Executioner, befides a much greater Number, 
which he had pur to the Sword in the: Towns 
which he had taken, and in the Field of Battle. 
Theſe Martyrs for the Truth endured their Suf- 
terings with ſurprifing Fortitude and Conſtancy. 
As they often made a ftrong Impreſſion upon the 


Fifty thouſand Proteſtants had been put to Neath in the Nether- 
lands, under the Government of his Fathgr Charles the Fifth, by the 
moſt moderate Computation. Grotius fivs. one hundred thouſand. 
Watſon's Hift. of Philip II. vol. i. p. 113, note. 

+ Idem, p. 294. ; 5 


Minds 
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Minds of the Spectators, by what they ſaid to 
them at the Stake, * wag Engine was in- 
vented to vent them from ſpeaking ; the 
— feſt ſcorched thcir I 
wing Iron, and then ſcrewed them into a 
achine contrived on Purpoſe to produce the 
moſt excruciating Pain. 
No Merit, however diſtinguiſhed, can waſh 
away the Stain of Hereſy in the Apprehenſion of 
the Perſecutor. Piety, Sincerity, Fortitude, Ge- 
, are all loſt in this dreadful Crime. The 
Truth of this Obſervation is illuſtrated by the 
following Circumſtance, which took place during 
_ theſe Perſecutions in the Netherlands 
„% Richard Willemſon, an Anabaptiſt, being pyr- 
« fued, in the Depth of Winter, by an Officer of 
44 Juſtice, ran away upon the Ice, which not 
c being very thick, it was with Difficulty that 
4 he got over it; but it broke under his Purſuer. 
4 Willemfon, perceiving the Danger his Enemy 
«© was in, ran back, helped him out of the Water, 
% and ſaved his Life at the Hazard of his own. 
% The Officer, ſtruck with his Generoſity, would 
_ «© willingly have let him go, but was prevented 
4 by the Burgomaſter, who came up that Inſtant ; 
«« ſo that the Officer, fearing leſt his Gratitude 
$ ſhould endanger his own Life, carried the poor 
«« Man to Priſon, and he was afterwards burat 
« alive. His Torments were inexpreſſible, the 
% Inhabitants of Leerdam (at ſome Diſtance 
«* from Aſperen, the Place of Execution) kear- 
« ing him ery out above ſeventy Times, O Lord! 
«© O my God!” + A 
Ide more eminent Men are by their Virtues, 
their Rank, or their Learning, the more certainly 


2 Abridgm. of Gerard Brandt's Hif. of the Reformat. in the Low 
Countries, vol. 3. p. 139. , | | 
+ Idem, p. 122. 


are 


i 
are they expoſed to the Fury of Perſecutors. The 


celebrated William Tyndal had done unſpeakable 
Service to the Cauſe of the Reformation in - 
land, by firſt tranſlating the Scriptures into the 
vulgar Tongue, and diſperſing Copies of them in 
this Country. His Merit on this Account was 
too great to be overlooked ; being apprehended 
at Antwerp, he was burnt for this Offence, after 
being firſt ſtrangled.“ Tapper, Grand Inquifitor 
of the Low Countries, declared one Day, It is 
« no great Matter whether thoſe who ſuffer on 
« religious Account be guilty or not, provided 
« we can but frighten the People by ſuch Ex- 
« amples. Theſe cannot fail of Succeſs, when 
* Men eminent for their Learning, Wealth, 
« Nobility, and high Preferments, are facri- 
* 3 - 
The laft Perſon, who was put to Death in the 
Netherlands, on a religious Account, was Ann 
| Vanderhove, a Woman of forty Years of Age, 
who, refuſing to retradi her Opinions, was buried 
alive near Bruſſels. Being pur in the Grave, her 
Perſecutors firſt threw ſome Earth upon her Feet, 
and then by little and little over her Body quite to 
the Neck. Some Jeſuits then aſking her, whether 
the was willing to return to the Church, (giving 
her Hope of ſaving her Life by that Means) ſhe 
cried out with amazing Courage, Thoſe who 
6 ſeek to fave their Life here, ſhall loſe it here- 
* after.” She continued imploring the Afﬀſt- 
ance of Heaven, till the Executioner covered her 


| * Abridgm. of Gerard Brandt, vol. i. p. 5z. The Enemies of 
22 took away hus Life after he had printed his Book, when the 

ſchief was done. The People of — have acted with 
more Policy, having deſtroyed or defaced a Manuſcript Tranſlation 
Foun the Bible, which Dr. Prieſtley was preparing for the 


+ Idem, P · 90, 91. 


Head 


(8 ) 
Head with Earth, which he trod ſeveral Times 
with his Feet. The Groans of the poot Woman 
were heard under the Load, which filled the 
SpeQators with Conſternation and Horror. + 

In theſe Inftances, the Formality of a Trial 
was obſerved ; a Charge was produced, Witneſſes 
called to ſubſtantiate it, and Sentence paſſed. 

The Death of the Sufferer was the Penalty in- 
flicted by ſome Law, however unjuſt, againſt the 
Effects of which he might ind Means to defend 
himfelf ; but in thoſe I am about to relate, there 
is no Law, except the Will of the Perſecutor; 
he is Accuſer, Judge, and Executioner at the ſame 
Time. It is ſuch Attacks as theſe that the Pro- 
feflors of the Truth have moſt Reaſon to dread, 
where every Individual is left to the uncontrouled 
Dominion of his own Paſſions, inflamed by pri- 
vate Reſentment, or by Avarice, as well as by 
Differences in religious Opinions. In theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, there is no Species of Cruelty which 
the unhappy Victim has not Reaſon to fear. Men 
thus let looſe aſſume the Characters of ſavage 
Beaſts, and practiſe Barbarities which the Execu- 
tioner of the Law would be aſhamed or afraid to 
exerciſe before the Eye of the Public. 

A violent Animofity having long ſubſiſted in 
Ireland, between the two great religious Parties 
into which that Kingdom was divided, the Ca- 
tholics at length came to the extraordinary Re- 
ſolution cf deſtroying all the Proteſtants. This 
Deſign was kept ſecret till the Day of Execution, 
which was fixed for the Twenty-third Day of 
October, 1641, the Feaſt of Ignatius Loyola, the 
Founder of the Order of Jeſuits. After this Re- 
ſolution had been taken, Viſits of Kindneſs were 
never more frequently made by the Catholics to 


+ Abridgm. of Gerard Brandt, vol. i. p. 234, 235 · 


the 


„ 


the Proteſtants, than juſt before the Time ap- 
pointed for a general Maſfacre. This Arrifice 
vas employed the more effectually to conceal their 


Defign. TIT 

The Proteſtants, upon the firſt Intimation of 
their Danger, flew to their Neighbours and Ac- 
quaintance for Protection, and put their Perſons, 
their Wives, their Children, and all that they 
had, into their Power; but religious Prejudices 
had deſtroyed all Reſpect to the Laws of Hoſpi- 
tality, and extinguiſhed in their Breaſts every 
Sentiment of Humanity. The unhappy Proteſ- 


tants were either betrayed into the Hands of their 


mercileſs Enemies, or perfidiouſly deſtroyed by 
thoſe from whom they expected Protection. 

The Methods by which they were put to 
Death were various. The Catholics, in ſome 
Places, burnt the Houſes of the Proteftants ; 
and then collecting together the miſerable Inha- 
bitants, under Pretence of giving them a ſafe 
Conduct, they fell upon them by the Road, and 
 - murdered them all. Having beſieged the Town 
and Caſtle of Longford, and the Proteſtants hav- 
ing ſurrendered upon the Condition of being al- 
lowed Quarter, the Beſiegers, the Inſtant the 
Town's People came out, tell upon them ; their 
Prieſt, as a Signal for the reſt, firſt ripping open 
the Belly of the Engliſh Proteſtant Miniſter, after 
which his Followers ſoon hanged up the reſt. 
Twelve hundred Proteftants were driven, at dif- 
ferent times, into the River Banu, chuſing rather 
to periſh in the Water than by the Swords of their 
Enemies. But this was the eaſieſt Kind of Death 
which they ſuffered. Thoſe who remained in 
their Houſes were maſſacred, with Inſtances of 
Cruelty and Brutality which it would ſhock the 
Ear to relate. Many, after bcing robbed of all 
2 — gs Aripped of their Cloaths, 


SY 

and expoſed naked to all the Inclemency of a fe. 
vere Winter; in which Condition they quickly 
periſhed, after enduring great Miſery. Nor did 
they experience a milder Fate, who, to avoid their 
Purſuers, fled to the Woods, being ſtarved either 
with Hunger or Cold. Of thoſe which attempted 
to fly for Safety into the Towns which had not 
yet fallen into the Hands of the Papiſts, many 
died upon the Road, through Cold, Fatigue, or 
Want of Neceſſaries; and many more after their 
Arrival, in Conſequence of what they had pre- 
viouſly ſuffered, or by crowding together in too 
great Numbers into one Place. By authentic 
Accounts of this Conſpiracy, which have been 
publiſhed, it appears that one hundred and fifty 
thouſand unarmed, unoffending Proteſtants, pe- 
riſhed from theſe various Cauſes. | 

Nations in any Degree civilized have reſpected 
Genius, Learning, and Virtue, even in an Adver- 
fary ; and diſtinguiſhed Merit has faved its Poſ- 
ſeſſor from Deſtruction, when he has fallen into 
the Hands of his Encmics : but ſuch were the 
furious Paſſions with which the Iriſh Papiſts were 
tranſported, that neither the Virtue nor Learning 
of the excellent Dr. B-dell, Biſhop of Kiimore, 
could afford him any Security. Not contented 
with expofing his Perſon to Injuries, which at his 
advanced Years were likely to prove fatal to him, 
and actually terminated in his Death, they de- 
ſtroyed every Thing from which he could derive 
private Comfort or public Conſideration, if he 
mould ſurvive their Cruelties, an excellent Library 
of Books, and a large Collection of critical Ex- 
poſitions of Scripture, together with a great 
Number of other Manuſcripts. In a few Mo- 
ments they demoliſhed the Labour of many 
Years, and occaſioned a Loſs to the World, the Ex- 
tent of which it is impoſſible exactly to : 
"FR | i ut 


People that the Proteſtants were Heretics, and 
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but which thoſe who were beſt acquainted with 
his Talents ſay, muſt have been very great.“ 

Such are the pernicious Effects of Fanaticiſm 
produced by religious Animefity : whatever may 
be moſt highly prized by Individuals, or moſt 
uſeful to the Public, falls a Sacrifice to it. 

The Romiſh Clergy were in the Secret of this 


deteſtable Conſpiracy, and by Means of the un- 


bounded Influence which they had over the 
Minds and Conſciences of their People, had a 


= Share in accompliſhing it. The Jeſuits, 


ieſts, and Friars, when the Day for the Execu- 
tion of the Plot approached, recommended to 
God in their Prayers the Succeſs of a great De- 
gn, much tending, as they ſaid, to the Proſperity 

the Kingdom and the Advancement of the 
Catholic Cauſe. They declared to the common 


ought not to be ſuffered to live any longer among 
them; that it was no more Sin to kill an Eng- 
liſhman (the Name which they gave to the Pro- 
teſtants), than to kill a Dog, and that reheving 
and protecting them was an unpardonable Crime. 
Pope Urban VIII. juſtified and approved of theſe 
enormous Barbarities, and publicly promiſed a 
plenary Indulgence for all their Sins, to t! 
who had been engaged in them. & 


* See Biſhop Burnet's Life of Biſhop Bedell, Landon, 168 5.— 

I do not find, that the Biſhop of Kilmore had in his Poſſeſſion a Col- 
lection of Philoſophical Inſtruments, or an Elaboratory full of chymical 
Utenfils. Had this been the Caſe, ſuch valuable Articles of Property 
would not probably have been ſpared by theſe Iriſh Butchers, any 
more than they were on a late Occafion by the Birmingham Savages. 
The Labours of a Difſenting Miniſter in the Cauſe of Science have 
enabled the Champions of the Church of England to improve upon 
the Example of their Predeceſſors, the Papiſts. 


bt or gk Facts, relating to the Iriſh Maſſacre, ſee God's Good- 
vifible in our Deliverance from Popery, a Sermon, by Henry, 
Lord Biſhop of Dromore, London, 1741. 4 
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A Scene not unlike this dreadful Ca 
was exhibited in France, on the fatal Eve of St. 
Bartholomew, 1572. The Proteſtants, who were 
a numerous Body of People in that Kingdom, 
were obnoxious to the common People by Diffe- 
rence in religious Sentiments, and to the Court 
by their Oppoſition to its tyrannical Meaſures. 
But for ſome Time before this Period, every Ar- 
tifice was loyed to lull the Proteſtants into 

e. conceal from them the Project 
dich was formed for their Deſtruction. The 
King's Siſter was married to the King of Navarre, 
who was regarded as the Head of the Proteſtants: 
the other Leaders of the Proteſtants were invited 
to Court,” and treated with great Kindneſs and 
ſeeming Confidence. While they were here, and 
ſuſpected no Danger, it was agreed, at a Cabinet 
Council, that on the Night preceding the twenty- 
fourth of Auguſt, the Feaſt of St. Bartholomew, 
upon the ringing of an Alarum Bell, about twelve 
o Clock at Night, the Roman Catholics ſhould 
 Muminate their Windows, break into the Houſes 
of the Proteſtants, and kill them without Mercy. 
This diabolical Reſolution was punctually exe- 
cuted ; Men, Women, and Children were pro- 
mifcuouſly ſlaughtered : every Street was ſtrewed 
with expiring Bodics. Some Priefts, holding up 
a Dagger in one Hand and a Crucifix in the 
other, ran to the Chiefs of the Murderers, and 
exhorted them in the moms of Bay i» Ur 
neither Relations nor Friends. The Ki 
ſelf, Charles the Ninth, joined in the = 
When the flying Proteſtants ran to croſs the 
River Seine, that they might get to a Place of 
Safety, the King ſeeing them from a Window that 
looked towards the River, fired upon them ſeveral 
Times with a Carabine, which had been loaded 
for that Purpoſe by one of his * the 3 

0 7 
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Mother, Catharine de Medicis, likewiſe looking 
down from a Balcony, encouraged the Murde- 
rers, and laughed at the dying Groans of the 
Slaughtered. * 
This Maſſacre was not confined to Paris; but 
the ſame dreadful Scene was exhibited in the 
Proviaces, fimilar Orders having been ſent to all 
the Governors, two or three only of whom re- 
fuſed to obey them; fo that, in a Week's Time, 
above one hundred thouſand Proteſtants were cut 
to Pieces in different Parts of the Kingdom. The 
Court afterwards attempted to juſtify this Maſſa- 
cre by a Calumny, which however had not the 
ſmalleſt Foundation, and which no one believed; 
accuſing the Leaders of the Proteſtants of having 
formed a Conſpiracy againſt the State. Not- 
withſtanding the atrocious Nature of the Tranſ- 
action, many of the Agents ſeem to have conſi- 
dered themſelves as doing God Service in putting 
to Death the innocent Proteſtants. When Ta- 
vannes, Marſhal of France, who had been very 
active in encouraging the Murderers, and rode 
about Paris on horſeback for this Purpoſe, was 
lying upon his Death-Bed, and making a general 
Confefhon of his Sins, the Prieſt ſaid to him with 
Surprize, What! no Mention of the Maſſacre 
© of St. Bartholomew! Tavannes replied, 

& I confider it as a meritorious Action, that will 
*© waſh away my other Sins.” + | 
The Sufferings of the Proteſtants in France 
did not end wirh the Maſſacre of St. Bartholo- 
mew. A Confederacy was formed in that King- 
dom, under the Name of the Holy League, which 
had for its Object the Extirpation of Hereſy, 


* See the Notes to Voltaire's Henriade, and his Eſſay on the civil 
Wars of France. 


+ Henriade, p. 43, note (aa). 


and 
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and the Defence of the Roman Catholic Religion, 
which, they pretended, was in Danger from the 
Proteſtants. It is with Societies of Men as with 
Individuals : when they have committed t 
Crimes, they are haunted with the Fear of thoſe 
Evils, which they are conſcious they have me- 
rited ; and having been guilty of one wicked 
Action, they have Recourſe to another to defend 
the firſt. This League produced a bloody civil 
War, during the Courſe of which, Henry the 
Third, Succeſſor to Charles the Ninih, was af- 
ſaffinated in his Tent, at the Inſtigation of the 
Preachers of Paris, by one James Clement, a 
young Dominican Friar, becauſe he had taken 
Part with the Proteſtants againſt the League. 
The illuſtrious Henry the Fourth, who ſucceeded = 
this Prince, experienced a fimilar Fate, being 
ſtabbed by Ravaillac, a Friar, as he was riding 

in his Coach through the Streets of Paris, hens 
(having once profeſſed himſelf a Proteſtant) his 
Converſion to Popery was ſuſpected to be in- 
fancere. 8 

The laſt - mentioned Prince, who had been 
raiſed fo the Throne by the Proteſtants, enacted 
the famous Edict of Nantes, by which he in- 
ſured to them the free Exerciſe of their Religion. 
This Edict was confidered as the fundamental 
Law of the State for near a Century, until the 
Year 1685, in the Reign of Lewis the Fourteenth; 
when their Power appearing too great in the 
Exertions they made for that Monarch, during 
the civil War which broke out in his Minority, 
he came to the Reſolution of deſtroying them; it 
being repreſented to his Majeſty, that, as the 
Proteftants by their Weight and Influence had 
done him ſuch ſignal Services, it was alſo in their 
Power to overturn the Government. To accom- 
pliſh the Defign which bad been formed, a Va- 
f tietyx 
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riety of Expedients were employed to rouſe the 
Harred of the Papiſts againſt the Proteſtants, in 
order to prepare Mens Minds for the Scenes of 
Cruelty which were to follow. After theſe Arts 
had been ſucceſsfully tried for ſeveral Years, the 
Maſk was at length thrown off. Dragoons were 
quartered in the Houſes of Proteſtants, where 
they were to hive at Diſcretion, in order to pre- 
vent them from quitting their Homes, or - 
ing away their Effects. They afterwards fell 
upon their Perſons, employing every Kind of 
Torture to compel them to abjure their Religion, 
not the leaſt cruel of which was that of depriving 
Men of their Sleep for ſeven or eight Days toge- 
ther, by watching them the whole Time, and 
tormenting them in a thouſand Ways. If any, 
after all, refuſed to turn Catholics, they were im- 
priſoned in dark loathſome Dungeons, their 
Houſes pulled down, and their Property laid 
waſte. Thoſe who attempted to eſcape were 
purſued into the Woods, and ſhot at like wild 
Beaſts. Neither Age, nor Sex, nor Rank were 

Ipared in the Exerciſe of theſe Cruelties. 
At the Head of theſe Dragoons, wherever they 
went, were the Biſhops of the reſpective Dioceſes, 
with Crouds of Miſhonarics, Prieſts, and Friars, 
who rouſed the Soldiers to perform their Duty, 
if any of them happened to be moved with Com- 
paſſion. Having by theſe violent Methods pro- 
duced an apparent Conformity ro the Romiſh 
Worſhip, the Edict of Nantes was revoked, un- 
der the Pretence that it was no longer neceſſary. 
By the new Edict the Proteſtant Churches were 
all to be demoliſhed immediately: Aſſemblies for 
the Exerciſe of their Religion were forbidden : 
The Proteſtant Clergy were ordered to quit the 
Kingdom within a Fortnight after the Publication 
of the Edict, upon Pain of being ſent to the Gal- 


hes : 
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lies : No Children were henceforth to be educated 
in the Proteſtant Religion ; and all that were born 
after this Time were to be ſent to the Roman 
Catholic Churches, to be baptized into the 
Romiſh Faith. The Proteſtant Laity, their 
Wives and Children, were forbidden to quit the 
Kingdom, or to off their Effects, upon Pain 
of the Gallies to the Men, and Impriſonment and 
Confiſcation of their Poſſeſſions to the Women. 
Proteſtants who remained in the Kingdom were 
aſſured that they ſhould be undiſturbed, provided 
they held no Meetings for the Exerciſe of their 
Religion. DD 
Nothing could exceed the Strictneſs with 
which the ſevere Injunctions of this Edict were 
executed. Troops were ftationed at all the 
frontier Towns, to prevent the Proteſtants from 
going out of the Kingdom. Thoſe whom they 
diſcovered attempting their Eſcape were thrown 
into Priſon, and many of them condemned to the 
Gallies. Yet, notwithſtanding theſe Precautions, 
one hundred and fifty thouſand Perſons left 
France in one Year, from the Time of the Revo- 
cation of the Edict, and were afterwards followed 
dy many more. Theſe abandoned their Dwel- 
lings, their Inheritances, and all their other Ef- 
feats, many of them their Wives and Children, to 
lead a Life of Poverty and Miſery among 
„rather than abjure their Religion, or 

be demied the public Exerciſe of it. They fled to 
England, to Germany, Switzerland, Holland, 
Denmark, Sweden, and even to America. To 
theſe Countries they carried the Arts and Manu- 
factures of their native Country, although they 
were not allowed to remove their Property, and 
and greatly enriched them by their Skill. and In- 
duſtry. The Article of the Edict which pro- 
miſled the Proteſtants that remained in the * 
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dom Protection and Security, was only a Snare 


laid for the Credulous, to prevent them from 
contriving how to eſcape from France ; for the 
Dragoons were quartered upon them, and they 
were treated in every Reſpect with the ſame 
Cruelty as before. | 
Lewis XIV. upon coming to the Throne, had 
confirmed the Edict of Nantes, and folemnly 
iſed to maintain the Proteſtants in all their 
| Rights; yet when he violated theſe En nts, 
and authoriſed the Cruelties above mentioned, 
many of the Clergy applauded his Conduct, and 
declared that it was highly meritorious. The 
| Biſhop of Valence, ſpeaking the Sentiments of the 
 Romiſh Clergy, extols this Breach of Promiſe as 
a Greatneſs, and a Glory that exalts Lewis the 
Fourteenth above all his Predeceffors, above 
Time, and conſecrates his Memory to all Eter- 
ay. * | - 
It was not for a ſhort Time that the Proteſtants 
endured the above recited Calamities. After fut- 
fering above thirty Years, they had the Mortifi- 
cation to find new Edicts enacted againſt them, 
which ſhewed that they were held in as much 
Deteſtation as ever. In the Year 1744, however, 
they began again to profeſs their Religion openly, 
and to hold public Aſſemblies; but this alarming 
the Romiſh Clergy, they uſed their utmoſt En- 
deavours to excite the Jealouſy of the Court, and 
the Bigotry of the People againſt them. For this 
Purpoſe they had Recourſe to Calumny. They 
charged the Proteſtant Minifters with exhorting 
their Auditors to rebel againſt the King, and with 
praying for Succeſs to the Britiſh Arms during a 


For an Account of the Sufferings of the Proteſtants at the Re- 
vocation of the Edict of Nantes, {ce Plaintes des Proteſtans, cruel- 
lement opprime dans le Royaume de France, written by Mr. 
Claude, one of the exiled Miniſters. | 

| D War 
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War with Great-Britain. The Prieſts repreſented 
the Proteſtants as ready to fall Sword · in Hand on 
all the Roman Catholics. In Conſequence of 
theſe Repreſentations, the Court was again in- 
duced to adopt violent Meafures, the firſt Symp- 
toms of which appeared in ſeizing the religious 
Books of the Proteſtants, and ordering them to 
be burnt. This Tranſaction was followed by the 
fame Kind of Violences as have been mentioned 
before. On this, as well as other Occafions, the 
Proteſtant Miniſters were the chief Object of Se- 
verity, who were either hanged or ſent to the 
Gallies. The common Charge brought againſt 
them was their Diſloyalty, notwithſtanding the 
moſt peaccable Behaviour, and the moſt folemn 
Proteſtations to the contrary. Liberty of Con- 
ſcience indeed they longed for ; but they took no 
other Method to obtain it, than their Prayers and 
their Tears. In civil Concerns they paid the 
moſt unreſerved Obedience to the Commands of 
the King, and were ready to facrifice their Lives 
and Fortunes in the Service of the State. 5 

Such are a few of the Evils (for I have not enu- 
merated one Half of what I could have mentioned) 
which have been brought upon Mankind by the 
perſecuting Spirit of the Church of Rome. And 
can it be the Chriſtian Religion which encourages 
Men to be guilty of ſuch Outrages : To plunder, 
burn, or deftroy the Property of innocent and 
virtuous Characters: To abuſe their Perſons, and 
take away their Lives by the moſt cruel Tortures, 
or to prolong their Exiſtence only for the Sake 


ol infliting greater Miſery? Are theſe the ge- 


nuine Fruits of that Religion which profeſſes to 
come from Heaven, and to have for its Author 
$ See Popery always the ſame; exemplified in an authentic Ac- 


count of the Perſecution new carrying on again the Proteſtants in 
the South of France, London, — | | 7 
| E 
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the God of Peace? So we might be tempted to 
conclude from obſerving thoſe who have been 
moſt active in promoting them, for they have 
been produced by Chriſtians from a profeſſed Re- 
gard to their Religion, and efteemed meritorious 
Acts of Duty. They have been countenanced by 
the Miniſters and Paſtors of the Chriſtian Church, 
who have been the principal Abettors and Pro- 
moters of Perſecution in every Age. But if this 
be genuine Chriſtianity, what becomes of its 
Claim to a divine Origin? A Religion which 
breathes ſuch a Temper, and authoriſes fuch 
Practices, cannot be from Heaven, but muſt 
come from Hell, and be the Offspring of the 
Devil. It bears the evident Marks of the Diſpo- 
fition of that wicked One, who was a Murderer 
from the Beginning. But let not Men attribute 
to the Chriſtian Religion what originates only in 
their own furious Paffions ; nor pretend to juſtify 
from the Scriptures what they openly condemn 
and reprobate. No two Things can be more 
poſite to each other, than the Maxims of Perſe- 
cutors and the Language of the New Teftament. 

_ Bleffſed are the Meek, bleſſed are the Merciful, 
bleffed are the Peace- Makers, bleſſed are ye when 
Men ſhall revile and perſecute you, and fay all 
Manner of Evil againſt you falſely for my Name 
Sake, is the Language of Chriſt : but Perſecutors 
lay, bleſſed are the Cruel, the Turbulent, the In- 
tolerant, who require all Men to fubmit to their 
Opinions, and then puniſh them without Mercy for 
not acquieſcing in their Tyranny ; bleſſed are they 
who will ſay and do all Manner of Evil againſt 
thoſe who profeſs what they believe to be Truth. 
The genuine Spirit of Chriſtianity, what all its 
Doatrines, Precepts, and Examples unite to re- 
commend and enforce, is a Spirit of Benevolence 
and mutual Affection. It is with good Reaſon, 
D2 therefore, 
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therefore, that Chriſt has declared, by {bis all all 
Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye love one 
another; * i. e. this is the beſt Proof you can give 
that you underſtand and practice my Religion. 
But Perſecutors make the Chriſtian — to 
conſiſt in Men's hating one another, and judge of 
a Perſon's Proficiency in the Temper the 
Goſpel by the Degree of Enmity which he diſ- 
covers towards his Brethren. 

The Conduct of Chriſt was full of Meekneſs 
and Condeſcenſion, of Benevolence and Mercy: 
and the leading Object of his preaching was to pro- 
mote Meekneſs, Benevolence, and Mercy in others. 
Wherever he obſerved a contrary Temper in any 
of his Diſciples, he immediately reproved them 
for it: thus when they would have called down 
Fire from Heaven to conſume the Samaritans, 
who had refuſed to receive him, he rebuked _ 
ſaying, ye know not what Manner of Spirit ye 
of, for 1he Sou of Max is not come 10 deſtroy Au 
Lives, but 10 them. 9 And when Foe drew 
his Sword to defend his Mafter, he ordered him 
Put it up again into its Place. | 

The Apoſtles, after the Death of their Mafter, 
ſtrictly followed ſo excellent an Example both in 
their Teaching and Practice. Let Love, ſays 
St. Paul, be without Diſſimulation; be kindly 
affeftioned one 10 another, with brotherly Love, 
in Honour preferring one ' axether. If it be poſ- 

Able, as much as in you lies, live peaccably with 
all Men. + In his Epiſtle to the Galatians, he 
gives us a Catalogue of thoſe Works of the Fleſh 
which exclude Men from the Kingdom of Hea- 


ven: 2 which are, Hatred, Variance, En 


I 


lations, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Herefies, (i. e. Sets 
ariſing from wicked Motives, or founded upon 
Antichriſtian Principles) Exvyings, and ſuch like, 
of the which I tell you before, as I have 1old you in 
Time paſt, that they which do fuch Things ſhall not 
inherit the Kingdom of God. But the Fruits of the 
Spirit are Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentle- 
neſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, and Temperance, 
againſt which there is no Law.* The fame Writer 
tells us, that the only Faith in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, which is of any Value, is that which zworketb 
by Love. || Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and 
Evil-ſpeaking, and Malice, he orders us 10 put > 
as Things that grieve the holy Spirit of God ; and to 
be Followers of God, by walling in Love, even as 
Chriſt hath alſo loved us, and hath given himſelf for 
as. } In his Directions to Timothy, he gives him 
this Summary of practical Religion: the End of 
the Commandment is Charity out of a pure Heart and 
good Conſcience, and Faith unfeigned. 5 The Wiſdom 
which is from above, is deſcribed by St. James as 
pure, and peaceable, and gentle, and eaſy to be in- 
treated, full of good Fruits, without Partiality, and 
without Hypocriſy. But if we have Envying and 
Strife in our Hearts, we have nothing to glory in, but 
we lie againſt the Truth; 1. e. deny our Chriſtian 
Profeſhon. + | | | 
How different is the Language of theſe Pre- 
cepts from the Temper of perſecuting Chriſtians : 
Surely they never could have read the Scriptures, 
or attended to what they contain, when they ated 
in a Manner ſo directly oppoſite to their plai 


Injunctions. How ſurpriſing is it, that the Mi- 


Gal. v. 19, &c. 
Gal. v. 6. | | 
: heſ. w. 31. v. 1, 2. 
» Tim. i. 5. 
+ James iii. 14, &c. 
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nifters of the Chriſtian Religion, whoſe Buſineſs it 


is to ſtudy the Scriptures, and to inculcate its 
genuine Doctrines upon others, ſhould be fo in- 
attentive to their Meaning, or ſo forgetful of their 
own Duty, as to become the Advocates of Perſe- 
cution, and labour to promote it, always by their 
ſecret Inſinuations, often by open Exertions. 


In what Manner then are we to act towards thoſe 


who practiſe or encourage Perſecution, who, by 
doing ſo, depart fo far from the Spirit of Chriſti- 
anity : Who are guilty of Calumny, Robbery, 
Murder, and of every Species of Cruelty, or in- 
ſtigate others to theſe Actions, under Pretence of 
ſerving the Intereſts of Religion? Shall we praiſe 


their Conduct as deferving the Name of a be- 


coming Zeal for God? This would be to make 
ourſelves Partners in their Guilt. To be filent 
only in ſuch a Caſe is to be criminal. It betrays 


is deeply wounded by thoſe who claim its Sanc- 
tion to their wicked Actions, and an Unconcern 


about the Lives and Happineſs of the human 
Race, which are ſacrificed to the Fury of thoſe 
who perſecute. Every one who underſtands the 


true Spirit of the Chriſtian Revelation, will be- 


hold theſe Violences, when committed under the 


facred Name of Religion, with Indignation, and 
feel it to be his Duty, if he have an Opportunity, 
to expoſe them to the World in their genuine 


Colours; not as calculated to promote Peace and 


Union among Mankind, as they pretend, but 
Hatred and Diſſention; not as originating in the 


mild Spirit of the Goſpel of Chriſt, but in the 
malevolent Paſſions of the human Heart, as pro- 


_ ceeding from that Wiſdom which is from beneath, 
and which St. James tells us is earthly, ſenſual, 


deviliſh. By imputing to Men the Guilt of their 
own Actions we ſhall probably make them angry. 


an Indifference to the Honour of Religion, which 


the Fear of Shame, or of a 
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and may provoke them to renew againſt ourſelves 
thoſe Evils, which they have been unjuſtly in- 
flicting upon others; it may appear, therefore, 
to be the Part of Prudence to paſs over their Con- 
duct without Notice. But how ſhall they be made 
ſenſible of their Faults, unleſs they are con- 
demned? How can they be reſtrained from 
committing the like Offences a ſecond Time, if 
Odium, be 
not employed for that Purpoſe? Or how can 
others be deterred from following their Example, 
if it be not ſhewn to be criminal? To ſuffer 
Men to be guilty of all Kinds of Violence, with- 
out public Cenſure, through Fear of incurring 
their Diſpleaſure, is to abandon the World to the 
uncontrouled Tyranny of the Wicked, for the 
Sake of our own perſonal Security. It is they 
who practiſe, not they who condemn Perſecution, 
who are to be regarded as the Diſturbers of the 
public Peace : the Exertions of the latter are the 
Effort of Virtue againſt Vice, of Juſtice againſt 


Oppreſſion, of a generous Philanthropy, in Behalf 


of the Rights and Happineſs of the human Race, 
in Oppoſition to thoſe who have leagued together 
to deſtroy them. Such Endeavours deſerve to 
be commended and encouraged by all the Friends 
of Peace, Virtue, and Religion. The Facts ex- 
hibited in this Diſcourſe are ſufficient to ſhew, 
that we cannot be too watchful in guarding Man- 
kind againſt the odious Spirit of Perſecution, nor 


_ Expreſs ourſelves too ſtrongly of its evil Ten- 


dency. Thoſe who regard it as a light Evil, un- 
deſerving of Notice, are utter Strangers to the 
Hiſtory of the Chriſtian Church. The Genius 
of Perſecution is a ſavage Monſter that has de- 
voured Millions of the human Race; if but the 
Print of his Feet are ſeen again, it is Time to 
found the Alarm, and to call upon all who ** 
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the Peace of Society, and the Credit of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, to unite their Endeavours for his 
Deſtruction; and bleſſed is that Hand which God 
ſhall furniſh with Strength to give him a deadly 
wound. To behold his Ravages upon others 


with Unconcern, and not to attempt to ſtop them, 
leaſt we ſhould irritate him to attack ourſelves, 
diſcovers a Degree of Timidity and Weakneſs, 
which is not only highly diſhonourable, but which 
may likewiſe prove fatal to us, and become the 
Cauſe of thoſe Evils we are endeavouring to 
avert; for as this Monſter poſſeſſes not a very 
_ diſcerning Spirit, if he be ſuffered to roam with- 
out Moleſtation, he may at Length vent his Fury 
upon thoſe, who have ſtudied to avoid Provoca- 
tion by the moſt puſillanimous Submiſſion. 
Our next Inquiry is, how we ought to behave 
towards the Deſcendants of thoſe who were the 
Authors of theſe Calamities, the Roman Catholics 
of the preſent Day. Not, ſurely, by inflicting 
upon them the Evils which their Anceſtors occa- 
honed : By injuring them in their Perſons or 
rty, or depriving them of any of their civil 
Rights: That would be to return Evil for Evil, 
which the Precepts of the Chriſtian Religion pro- 
hibit ; and would be to a& contrary to the Prin- 
ciple of the equitable Law delivered in the Text 
to the Jews, which forbids to puniſh the Children 
for the Sins of their Fathers. Guilt is a perſonal 
Thing, which cannot be transferred from one to 
another. Every one is anſwerable for his own 
_ Offences alone, and not for the Offences of thoſe 
over whom he has no Influence, whether they be 
| his Anceſtors or Deſcendants. For this Reaſon, 
all thoſe Laws which render any Claſs of Citizens 
ſubject to ſcvere Penalties from one Generation to 
another, for the Crimes of their Predeceſſors, are 
unjuſt: fince they proceed upon this — 
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that the Sentiments and Diſpoſitions of the Mind 
are hereditary, deſcending from Father to Son, 
and that they muſt remain unchangeable in every 
Succeſſion of Men; a Su tion which is evi- 
dently contradicted both by Experience and Ob- 
ſervation. Where Individuals or a Body of Peo- 
ple have been guilty of any Crime, let them be 
ithed for it ; but let not that Puniſhment ex- 
tend to their Children, who may be entirely in- 
nocent. The Propriety of this Limitation is ren- 
dered evident in the Caſe of the Roman Catholics 
of this Kingdom, who now renounce many of the 
Principles, and condema the perſecuting Conduct 
of their Anceſtors. But were they ſtill to retain 
the Principles of their Forefathers, and to believe 
it to be their Duty, whenever they had Oppor- 
tunity, to oppreſs and injure thoſe who differ from 
them in religious Sentiments, no other Reſtraint 
upon them would be neceffary than to deprive 
them of the Power of doing Miſchief, by carry- 
ing their Principles into Effect. To do any Thing 
farther than this, would be to puniſh them for 
their Opinions, which are not in their own Power, 

and come not within the Juriſdiction of any hu- 
man Tribunal. They are the Actions of Men, 
and not their Sentiments, ., political or religious, 
which are the proper Objects of civil Laws. 
Wherever the State aſſumes to itſelf an Authority 
to examine into the private Creed of its Members, 
and to grant or withhold civil Privileges, accord- 
ing to the Ideas which may be formed of their 
| good or evil Tendency, it goes out of its Pro- 
vince, and opens a wide Door to Injuſtice and 
 Oppreffion : for every one thinks his own Opi- 
nions ſafe, and thoſe of the Perſons who differ 
: Againſt granting the free Exerciſe of their 
Religion to Roman Catholics, it has been al- 
| E ledged, 
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tedged, that they not only profefs Subjection to 
a foreign Prince, the Pope, and acknowledge his 
Authority to abſolve them from their Allegiance, 
and from every other Obligation by which they 
may be bound to obey the ſupreme Power in this 
Country, but likewiſe that they have been in the 
Habit of acting upon this Principle, keeping no 
Faith with Heretics, and violating the moſt fo- 
lemn Ties of moral Duty, wherever they appre- 
hended the Wiſhes of the Pope, or the Intereſts 
of their Religion, could be promoted thereby; a 
Conduct which is wholly inconfiſtent with the 
| Safety of the Community, and renders them un- 
worthy of the common Rights of Subjects. 

To this it may be anſwered, that whenever 
Papiſts have thus offended, the whole Force of 
the Law ought to have been directed againſt the 

Delinquents. But that if the Roman Catholics of 
the preſent Day renounce all Subjection to the Pope 
of Rome in civil Concerns; if they deny his Au- 
thority to abſolve them from any moral Obligation, 
and are ready to give the ſame Security for their 

— Behaviour, as is required from other 
Subjects; no good Reaſon can be aſſigned why 
they ſhould not enjoy equal Privileges.“ That 
they hold many corrupt and abſurd religious 
Tho cannot affect their Claim to any civil 

eight. | 
f any Perſon ſhould be ſo unreaſonable as to 


and to believe that they are only made from a 
Regard to preſent Security or Convenience, and 
that if an Opportunity offered of promoting the 


* See the Petition and Proteſtation of the Engliſh Catholic Diſ- 
ſenters to the-Houſe of Commons, in the N. Ann. Reg. for 1789, 
which was figned by fix B ; above two hundred Clergymen, and 
fifteen hundred Laymen; a Number which includes every reſpec᷑ta- 
ble Name among the Catholies of this Country. 
Intereſts 


doubt the Sincerity of theſe ſolemn Declarations, 
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Intereſts of Popery by violating them, they would 
no longer be eſteemed binding : The Catholics of 
this Country can appeal to the Tenor of their paſt 
Condu&, during many Years, for the facred Re- 
gard paid to an Oath, or folemn Declaration, by 
the Members of their Community; fince they 
have been prevented hereby, for more than a 
Century, from taking their Seats in either Houſe 
of Parliament, as well as from holding many ho- 
nourable and lucrative Poſts under Government ; 
Situations which might afford them the Proſpect 
of ſerving their Cauſe. 3 
But if neither their preſent Proteſtations nor 
paſt Conduct are ſufficient to give Satisfaction, let 
him look to a neighbouring Kingdom: He will 
there behold a bright Ray of Liberality illumi- 
natiag the dark Genius of Popery, and rendering 
it mild and beneficent ; he will there behold the 


Perſecutors of Proteſtants become their Guar- 


dians; the inveterate Enemies of the Rights of 
Conſcience become their zealous Advocates ; the 
Repreſentatives of a great People, profeſſedlyv 
Roman Catholics, laying it down as a fundamental 
Maxim of every juſt Government, that no Man 
| ſhall be moleſted for his Opinions, even ſuch as 
are religious; and that all Citizens, being equal 
in the Eye of the Law, are equally admiſſible to 
public Honour, Places, and Offices, according to 
their Capacity, and without any other Diſtinction 
but that of their Virtue or their Talents. In the 
Conduct of this enlightened Nation, we have a 
Pledge and Security for the liberal Spirit of Mem- 
bers of the ſame religious Communion at Home. 
For theſe Reaſons, the Law lately paſſed in 
their Favour, repealing former ſanguinary Laws, 
and placing them nearly upon the fame Footing 
as the Proteſtant Diſſenters, in reſpect to the 
Exerciſe of their Religion, was a juſt and * 
| E 2 oh e 


68 

ble Meaſure: The only Thing to be lamented is, 

that the Relief granted did not extend ſo far as 

the Rights of Conſcience and the Principles of 

univerſal Liberty required. 5 However, what 
has 


$ The Act of Parliament, after granting to Roman Catholics Li- 
terty to inftru& Youth as Tutors and Schoolmaſiers, contains an 
Exception, which takes awav, in a great Meafure, the Benefit of the 
Relief which appears to be given to Papiſis, and at the fame Time 
lays Proteſtants under an unneceſſary and injurious Reſtraint: for it 
declares, That no Schoolmaſter profeffing the Roman Cathrlic Religion, 
hall receive into his Schgnl, for Education, the Child of any Proteftan: 
Father ; fo that he is ſtill liable to all the Penaltics of former Law; 
againſt Papiſts, and particularly to the dreadful Penalty of perpetual 
Impriſonment, if he preſume to teach a Proteſtant Child the neceſ- 
fary Elements of Knowledge (Blackf. vol. iv. chap. iv. p. 350, i. e. 
if he perform a uſeful and very important Offce in Secicty ; and 
« jt is left in the Breaſt of every mercileſs Bigot, to uſe the Words 
of Judge Blackfione, © to drag down the Vengeance of this Law 
upon a meritorious Subject.“ But it is not merely cn Account of 
the Severity of the Penalty that the Law is unſuſt. To confine 
Reman Catholics to the Inſtruction of their own Children, is almoſt 
to prohibit them from having any Schoolmaſters of their own; for 
Roman Catholics are fo thinly ſcattered, that a Schoolmaſter of that 
Perſuaſion will not be able to obtain a Subſiſtence by his Employ- 
ment, except in large Towns, and Parents will be compelled to fend 
their Children to be educated by Proteſtants, if they receive any 
Education at all. It is an Injury to Proteſtants, becauſe it prevents 
them from availing themſelves of the Talents of Roman Catholic 
Schoolmaſters, whenever they are better qualified for their Office 
than Perſons of the fame Profeſſion in the Eftabliſhmenr. or among 
the cther Diſſenters. If it be in itſelf unjuſt for the Members of 
one Communion, with the Conſent of the Parents, to educate a Child 
Pm to another, all Parties ſaculd have been laid under the 
tame Reſtraint, and a Member of the Church of England made lia- 
ble to the Penalty of perpetual Impriſcnment, for receiving into his 
School the Child of a Papiſt. But the Truth is, that ſuch Reſtraints 
are equally urneceſſary in every Caſe; for if a Schoolmaſter, inſtead cf 
teaching his Boys Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic, or the Know- 
ledge of ancient and modern Languages, were inclined fo far to depart 
from his Province as to inculcate his own peculiar Sentiments in 
Religion, the Alarm he would find excited hereby among the Fricnds 
of the Children would be a fufficient Check upon him. Should it 
de ſaid, that it was intended in this Inftance only to prevent Catholics 
from educating the Children of the Poor, gralis, and from recom- 
mending their Religion to that Claſs of People by an A& of Bene- 
licence, it may be anſwered, that this is an Injury to the Poor, who 
would not be indebted to Papifts for the Infkuctian of their Chil- 
dren, if Proteſtants would beſtow upon them the ſame Benefit. 
This Proviſion of the Bill, although it infringes ſo much upon the 
Rights of Individuals, will not, after all, anſwer the Purpoſes of 
thoſe by whom it was ſuggeſted. In order to be effectual, the — 
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has been now done may prepare the Way for 
ſomething better at a future Period. In the 


ould have prohibited Papiſts, wrder the Peralty of perpetual Impri- 
— hs — kind Office for a Proteſtant. The 
Church of England, we miglit then preſume, would be in no Danger 
of loſing any of its Members by a Converſion to Popery. But to 
rohibit Charity in one Form only, leaves the Perſons laid under this 
* ſo much the more to expend in another. This Part of the 
Act of Parliament could not proceed from the liberal Temper of a 
Pritiſh Houſe of Commons, or from the Lay Lords in the Upper 
Houſe, but muſt have been dictated by the narrow Spirit or ground- 
leſs Fears of fome of the Biſhops or Cleryy. It correſponds ſuffi- 
ciently with their Conduct ia other Inſtances : for thoſe Places, 
which have not the Benctit of thoſe excellent Inftirutions for in- 
ſtructing the Poor, S iy-Sch00's, owe it principai'y to the want of 
F nconragement or Oppoſition from the Clergy ; which is the more 
furprifing, as the Children are inſtructed by Churchmen, and taught 
to attend their own Churches. Thus, many of the Clergy of this 
Conntry are become, by their Actions at leaſt, the Supporters of the 
old Popiſh Maxim, that the common People are to be — in Igno- 
rance, left they ſhould become too wile for a blind Submiſſion to 
their ſpiritual Guides; they will therefore neither inſtruct them 
themſelves, nor ſuffer thoſe who are willing to do it to afford them 
this Advantage. > 
But there is another Limitation relating to this Subject in the 
Statute, which is more extraordinary than the preceding: Pro- 
« vided always, that no Perſon profetling the Roman Catholic Reli- 
gion ſhall obtain or hold the Maſterſhip of any College or School 
of Royal Foundation, or of any other endowed College or School 
for the Education of Youth, bal keep a Sc bool in either of the 
© Univerſities of Oxtord and Cambridze.” I refer to the laſt Clauſe, 
printed in Italics. Had the Act prohibited Papiſts from keeping a 
School at Birmingham, or in ſome other of our manufacturing 
Towns, where the Inhabitants ſo nearly reſemble Papiſts of former 
Times in Ignorance and Bigotry, there might appear to be ſome 
Propriety and Wiſdom in the Precaution; fuch Men, with a very 
ſittle Tuition, would find the Tranfition from the Church of Eng- 
land to the Church of Rome perfectly eaſy. But what Danger could 
be ſuppoſed to ariſe to the Church from a Roman Catholic School 
in the Univerſities of Oxford and Cambridge, where all the Learning 
Fo the Church of England is concentered, is what I cannot compre- 
end. | | 
Such is the Effect of this panic Fear for the Safety of the Church, 
religious Ordinances are to be proſtituted, the Rights of civil Society 
to be withheld from a numerous Claſs of Citizens, the Diffuſion of 
Knowledge to be reſtrained and proſcribed, to inſure its Security. 
To ſay nothing of burning Places of Worthip. and private Houſes, 
and threatening Men with Death, who venture to diffent from it. 
Muſt not the Foundations of a Church be unſound, for which its 
Friends are fo much alarmed, and which they take fuch Means to 
defend? Or if it be the Church of Chriſt, and founded upon a 
Rock, muſt not their Fears be very ridiculous ? N 


mean 
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mean Time it. will be earneſtly deſired by every 
Friend to religious Liberty, that this A& of the 


Legiſlature, which gives to Catholics what they 
are entitled to in a much greater Extent, may be 
attended by none of thoſe popular Violences which 
ſet the Me is in Flames in the Year 1780, 
and which have lately been renewed againſt the 
Proteftant Diſſenters. It will be diſgraceful in- 
decd to ſuffer Papiſts to exceed us in Liberality ; 
to behold the Members of the Church of Rome 
acknowledging the Right of Proteſtants to the 
free Exerciſe of their Religion ; but Proteſtants 
refuſing to Catholics, and even to fellow Proteſ- 
tants, an imperfect Toleration. May ſuch Bi 
and Fanaticiſm never be again the Reproach of 
this Country in theſe enlightened Times. 

To prevent theſe, and fimilar Miſchiefs, let 
every one labour to extirpate from the Minds of 
Men all the remaining Seeds of religious Animo- 
fity and Intolerance, in whatever Form they diſ- 
cover themſelves; and fow in their Place the 
Principles of mutual Love, of Chriſtian Candour 
and Forbearance in reſpe& to all Subjects, about 
which the Diſciples of Jeſus differ. 
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